
Calotis lappulacea

Calotis lappulacea is a much-

branched leafy and somewhat 

hairy perennial forb, to 50 cm 

high, with a woody base and a 

thick tap-root [4]. Its common 

name is Yellow Burr-Daisy or 

Mallee Burr-Daisy [4].

Population map:

www.ala.org.au/explore/
species-maps/

Natural Populations

Calotis lappulacea occurs in all 
mainland states [5]. It is widespread 
on a range of soil types and grows in 
sclerophyll woodlands, pastures [5]
and grasslands [11] in full sun to light 
shade [8].

Flowering and Seeds

C. lappulacea carries masses of 
bright yellow, globular flowers for 
many months of the year [4, 5, 7]. 
After flowering the plants develop 
round burr-like seed heads that turn 
brown when ripe [6, 7]. The seed 
heads should be broken up into 
individual seeds before sowing [1].

C. lappulacea seeds are animal-
dispersed by adhesion [8]. Some 
graziers find that the burrs are a 
problem when caught up in wool [7].
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To source seeds or plants: 

www.grassywoodlands.org.au

(a) photo: M. Fagg



Calotis lappulacea

Greening Australia Capital Region

Ph: 02 6253 3035      

http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/community/capital-region

Cultivation and Uses

Most species of Calotis genus are 
easily grown from seed, however 
some may have poor results. Seed 
is usually quick to germinate [2] but 
some dormancy of fresh seed has 
been reported [8].

C. lappulacea is easily grown 
from cuttings or by layering [2]. It 
resprouts after fire [8].

As forage the plant is not as 
acceptable to stock as many of 
the cool-season annual grasses 

and forbs, nevertheless it is quite 
palatable and is usually regarded 
as useful feed. The “seeds” are not 
as troublesome as those of some of 
the other burr-daisies, although they 
do contribute to vegetable fault in 
sheep fleeces [4].

C. lappulacea is an attractive species 
with horticultural potential as a long-
lived (5 - 25 years) groundcover and 
rockery plant [3, 8, 11].
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