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IRIDACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF GLADIOLUS

Gladiolus cataractarum Oberm., sp. nov., G. 
microcarpo affinis, sed planta glabra bracteis 
majoribus pedunculum et rhachim occultans differt.

Planta glabra robusta c. 700 mm alta. Cormus 
globosus parvus c. 30 mm diam. Folia c. 6, late 
ensiformia longe vaginantes acuminata ad 600 x 45 
mm mollia. Spica erecta secunda c. 6—16-flora; 
bracteae longe vaginantes, pedunculum et rhachim 
occultans attenuatae c. 70 mm longae; bracteolae 
interiores c. 40-50 mm longae tubus perianthii 
cingentes. Perianthium c. 90 mm longum roseum; 
tubus strictus curvatus c. 40 mm longus; lobi 
superiores anguste obovati c. 45 mm longi 15 mm 
lati; lobi inferiores parum minori recurvati. Stamina 
et gynoecium typica. Capsula non vidi.

T y p e .  — Transvaal, 2530 (Lydenburg): Lunsklip, 
on farm Waterval near Dullstroom ( -A D )  in wet 
grassy areas, J. Krijt in PRE 58472 (PRE, holo.), 
flowering Feb. 1981.

Tall, glabrous plants c. 700 mm tall when in 
flower. Corm c. 30 mm in diam, with old corms at 
the base. Leaves c. 6, broadly ensiform, acuminate, 
up to 600 x 45 mm, long-sheathing below, finely 
ribbed, thin. Spike secund, c. 6—16-flowered, 
peduncle and rhachis hidden by the long leafbases 
and sheathing bracts, which are attenuated above 
and c. 70 mm long; Perianth c. 90 mm long, 
rose-pink, the 3 upper lobes with a faint thin red 
medium stripe, the 3 lower with a distinct thin red 
stripe; perianth-tube curved, narrow, c. 40 mm long, 
expanding above into a spreading limb; 3 upper 
lobes narrowly obovate, c. 45 mm long, 15 mm wide; 
lower slightly narrower, curved downwards; stamens 
and gynoecium typical. Capsule not seen. Fig. 13.

This beautiful species known so far only from the 
type locality, differs from typical G. microcarpus 
Lewis and its subspecies italaense Oberm. in being 
completely glabrous, in the large imbricate floral

Fig . 13.— Gladiolus cataractarum at the type locality. March 1981. 
Photo. S. P. Fourie (Transvaal Nature Conservation 
Department).

bracts and the larger leaves and flowers. From G. 
varius Bol. f. it can be easily distinguished by its very 
broad leaves and the large green floral bracts.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

LILIACEAE

RHADAMANTHOPSIS CHANGED TO DRIMIOIDES

In Bothalia 13: 137 (1980) a new subgenus in the 
genus Rhadamanthus was given the name Rhada- 
manthopsis Oberm. However, according to the 
ICBN, Article 21.3, this name must be rejected. The 
name Drimioides Oberm. is therefore substituted for

this subgenus: although the termination -oides is 
used, it is not added to the name of the genus to 
which the subgenus belongs.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

MALPIGHIACEAE

NAME CHANGES AN D CHANGES OF RANK IN TRIASPIS BURCH.

The genus Triaspis Burch. [Trav. S. Afr. 2: 280 
(1824) ] has until now been considered to have eight 
species and a varying number of varieties in southern 
Africa. As a result of work done for a revision to be 
published in the Flora of Southern Africa, the

number of species has been reduced to two, with two 
subspecies.

T. nelsonii Oliv. (1833) has been reduced to a 
subspecies of T. hypericoides (DC.) Burch. (1824). 
T. hypericoides subsp. nelsonii differs in both leaf
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shape and geographical range from the typical T. 
hypericoides, but this difference is considered to 
warrant only subspecific rank.

T. nelsonii subsp. canescens (Engl.) Launert 
becomes T. hypericoides subsp. canescens. Only the 
type and one other collection have been seen by the 
author, who has therefore preferred to be conserva
tive and retain the subspecies as a distinct entity. 
The leaves are smaller than is typical of T. 
hypericoides and the leaves remain densely pilose 
even at maturity. It also appears to be geographical
ly partially distinct, being from Mozambique and the 
Kruger National Park (subsp. nelsonii is also found 
in these areas).

Only basionyms and species formerly regarded as 
distinct are given in synonymy. Full synonomy and 
descriptions will be given in F.S.A.

Key to species

Wing on carpel 1 ,2 -2 ,0  times longer than wide, 10-25  mm 
in width; leaf 0 ,7 -1 ,6  times longer than wide; petiole 
( 2 - )  4 - 1 6  ( -2 0 )  mm long.......................  1. T. glaucophylla

Wing on carpel 0 ,8 -1 ,3  times as long as wide. 25 -  40 mm 
in width; leaf (1 .0 - )  1,2—3,0 ( -6 ,5 )  times longer
than wide petiole 1 -5  ( - 7 )  mm long...................................
...............................................................................2.T. hypericoides

1. Triaspis glaucophylla Engl, in Bot. Jb. 36: 
249 (May, 1905). Type: Transvaal, N.W. of 
Lydenburg, by big waterfall, Wilms 144 (B?).

T. leendertziae Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 (1926), 2: 286 
(1932). Type: Transvaal, Potgietersrust, Leendertz 1962 (K. 
holo.!; BOL!).

2. Triaspis hypericoides (DC.) Burch. Trav. S. 
Afr. 2: 280, 290 (Jan.-June, 1824) — Syntypes: 
Cape, Kosi Fountain, Burchell 2531 (K, lecto.!);

Cape, in a walk to, and on a black rocky hill under, 
the Kamhanni Mnts (Kuruman Hills), Burchell 2486 
(K).

Key to the subspecies

Leaf lamina canescent at all stages...................(c) subsp. canescens
Leaf lamina soon becoming glabrescent (hairs sometimes 

remaining on midrib beneath and on margins):
Leaves 3 ,0 -6 ,5  times longer than wide; occurring in

Botswana and northern Cape...............(a) subsp. hypericoides
Leaves 1 ,0 -3 ,0  times as long as wide, occurring in

South West Africa/Namibia and Transvaal............. .
............................................................................. (b) subsp. nelsonii

(a) subsp. hypericoides
Hiraea hypericoides DC., Prodr. 1: 585 (Jan., 1824).

(b) subsp. nelsonii (Oliv.) Immelman stat. nov.
T. nelsonii Oliv., in Hooker’s Icon. PI. 15, 14: t. 1418 (1833). 

Type: Transvaal. Pretoria Nelson 511 (K. holo.; PRE!).
T. hypericoides var. subsessilis Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 

(1926), 2: 286 (1932). Type: Transvaal, Todd 26 (K, holo.!).
T. thorncroftii Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 (1926), 2: 286 

(1932). Type: Transvaal, Tzaneen. Rogers 12572 (K, holo.!; 
BOL!; photo, at PRE!).

T. ternata Greenway & Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 (1926), 
2: 286 (1932). Type: Transvaal. Komatipoort. Rogers 22172 (K. 
holo.; BOL!).

T. ovata Bremek. in Ann. Transv. Mus. 15: 245 (1933). Type: 
Transvaal. Pietersburg, Olifantsrivier. Molsgat. Bremekamp & 
Schweikerdt 450 (PRE!; PRU).

(c) subsp. canescens (Engl.) Immelman comb, 
nov.

T. canescens Engl, in Bot. Jb. 36: 249 (1905). T. nelsonii 
subsp. canescens (Engl.) Launert in Bolm Soc. broteriana ser 2, 
35: 32 (1961). Type: Mozambique, Ressano Garcia, Schlechter 
11827 (K, lecto; GRA!; Bt).

K  I m m e l m a n

NYCTAGINACEAE 

THE IDENTITY OF BOERHAAVIA PTEROCARPA IN SOUTH AFRICA

The correct name of the plants referred to as 
Boerhaavia pterocarpa S. Wats, in South Africa is B. 
cordobensis Kuntze. B. pterocarpa was first re
corded as a weed in South Africa by Codd in 1966 
(Bothalia 9: 113-121). In discussing its identity he 
commented that the specimens available to him for 
study were ‘an excellent match of the type of B. 
cordobensis Kuntze, which comes from the Argen
tine’. He also noted, however, that ‘ . a specimen 
of Leistner 1084 was sent to the Gray Herbarium of 
Harvard University, where it was reported to be an 
almost perfect match of the type of B. pterocarpa S. 
Wats.’. It was the latter, incorrect assessment which 
led him to accept the name B. pterocarpa S. Wats. 
(Proc. Am. Acad. 17: 376, 1882) over B. 
cordobensis Kuntze (Rev. Gen. 3,2: 264, 1898). 
However, as these two names refer to two distinct 
taxa it becomes necessary to call the South African 
material B. cordobensis.

An easily detected difference between B. 
pterocarpa and B. cordobensis lies in the side walls 
of the fruit. In B. pterocarpa the side walls of the

fruit are corrugated, evident from even an early 
stage of development, whereas in B. cordobensis 
they are smooth. B. pterocarpa does not occur in

Fig . 14.— Known distribution of Boerhaavia cordobensis in South 
Africa.
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